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CHANGING ROOM BASES 

VIEW OF THE  POOL FROM THE NORTH 

As you will all have noticed by the many deliveries 
on site, work is continuing apace and, as you can see 
from the photographs, outlines can now be identi-
fied! 

Year 5 Water Sports Trip to UKSA, August 24th - 27th 2008.  
 

10 places still available. We can therefore accept late bookings. Deposits to Reception or Mrs Harman please. 



 

 

 
On Friday, November 2nd Mrs Hodgson came in to the 
Pre –Prep to speak to us about the Jewish “Shabbat”. 
Edward and Penny helped their Mummy with some 
special prayers in Hebrew and we learned that Jewish 
people celebrate Shabbat on one day each week. 

DERWENT LODGE LINKS WITH  
OTHER SCHOOLS 

 
Over half term a large box arrived from Nepal full 
of beautifully crafted bags, finger puppets and 
Christmas decorations.  These had been made by 
the local women in the village where the Peace 
Home has recently been built for orphaned and 
underprivileged children. These children attend our 
link school - HVP Dang.  
Thank you to all the girls in DL for being so gener-
ous - we raised £417 which will go a long way to 
improving the facilities at the Peace Home.  The 
local women are  
so pleased to have 
a way of  
generating funds  
and we hope to  
get some more in  
time to sell at the  
Christmas fair.   

SAS SECOND HAND UNIFORM SHOP 
 

Just to remind you that the Second Hand Uniform 
Shop is now operating new opening hours: 
 

Monday afternoons 3.15—4.15.  
Wednesday mornings 8.30—9.15am 
 

Also they now have Yardley Swimming Bags and 
some Yardley hats in stock. 

LOST PROPERTY 
 

Mrs Wilkes has a selection of clothing which was left 
behind after fireworks and /or the Football tournament at 
the beginning of the month. Please speak with Mrs 
Wilkes in Reception for more details. 

SAS REMEMBRANCE SERVICE 
 
The weather was beautifully  bright  and crisp as  Somerhill chil-
dren and staff  held their service and laid a wreath in remem-
brance last Friday. 



 

 

During our Harvest topic the Kindergarten children 
made a ‘root top garden’ by cutting the tops off a 
swede, a parsnip and two carrots. We put them on 
to some kitchen paper and kept it watered. Over 
the next few weeks we watched some shoots ap-
pear, which as you can see have now grown quite 
tall. 

THIS WEEK IS COLLECTION WEEK   
12th - 16th NOVEMBER 

Your support goes a long way to making the 
Christmas Fair a success and we do need plenty of 
bottles, toiletries, boxes of chocolates/biscuits etc 
for the tombola along with small airline/hotel toi-
letries for the pocket money stall. Green buckets 
will be in in Pre-Prep Courtyard, Rose Garden and 
at the bottom of the Julian Staircase for your do-
nated items. Thank you. 
 MUFTI DAY - FRIDAY 16th NOVEMBER   
In exchange for wearing home clothes to school, 
please can children up to and including Year 5 
bring in a new toy and Year 6 and up a new book/
CD/DVD. All Toy stall proceeds will be split be-
tween the charities NSPCC and Slideaway— a 
local charity helping bereaved children.  

CASTLES AND TOWERS 
Year Two children made castles of every shape and size for their half term project.  They used a 
wide variety of materials, including corks, cake, Mars bars and clay! 
The teachers were very impressed with the effort that everyone made and were amazed at how dif-
ferent they all were.  Well done to you all! 

DERWENT LODGE MATHS 
 

Year 4 girls had a fun few Maths lessons investigating 
Pentominoes. How many different ones could we make? 
Which nets made an open topped box? What was the 
perimeter? 
How do we present our information? Lots to think about 
and accurate cutting and measuring needed too! 

HARVEST FESTIVAL 
 

Thank you all for your generous donations. We raised 
£600 for Food Aid, a charity which aims to help peo-
ple across the world address food shortages. 



 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
 
A huge thank you to everyone who has brought in  
filled shoeboxes for this appeal. We have a total of  
just under 200 so far.   
If you haven’t got around to doing one yet—it is 
not too late. The boxes are being collected on Fri-
day, 16th November, so you still have time! Filled 
and decorated boxes can be left in Reception with 
Mrs Wilkes. We need another 50 to equal last 
year’s amazing total! 
Mrs Wilkes has some spare leaflets or visit the 
website at www.samaritanspurse.co.uk. where 
there are clear instructions. 

FREE CR� CHE AT THE CHRISTMAS FAIR  
  

There will be a Free Crèche available from 10am to 
1pm on the day of the fair for children aged 0 – 5 years 
old. It is manned by school staff and is held in the Nurs-
ery. Should you wish to make use of this facility please 
ring Clare Mercer  to book your child(ren)  to give us an 
idea of numbers so that we have the correct staffing 
levels. Thank you. 
  

Reception welcomed two parents to their classes this week 
to celebrate Divali; Mrs Gupta and Mrs Patel told the chil-
dren all about this festival and in return we showed them 
the rangoli patterns and divas we had made. The children 
tried Indian food and some got dressed in traditional 
clothes. The teachers had mendhi patterns applied to their 
hands and some children had bindis put on their foreheads, 
jewelled for the girls and burgundy for the boys. A won-
derful afternoon was had by all! 

PRE-ORDERED  CHRISTMAS HAMPERS—
Collection details 

 
As per the recent Parentmail, please don’t forget to 
arrange to collect your pre-ordered hampers. Full 
details from Mrs Wilkes in Reception. 

One of Miss Catlin’s more ‘hair-raising’ science 
lessons! (Sorry with Panto season nearly upon us 
the jokes get cornier!) 
 
The boys were learning about static electricity! 



 

 

YEAR 7 AND 8 TRIP TO  
NORMANDY—OCTOBER 2007 

A selection from the recent YC trip to France. The boys visited the WW1 battlefields,  saw cheese being made and, of 
course, took every opportunity to improve their French! 
Thanks go to Mrs Spiers, Mr Gough, Mr Sumner and Mr Banfield for arranging such an interesting and enjoyable trip. 

PLEASE JOIN OUR TRANSPORT SURVEY 
 

Eco club in DL has worked hard to complete several 
tasks so that The Schools at Somerhill can be awarded 
the Bronze Award for as part of the National Eco Schools 
Programme.   Our certificate was awarded at half term.   
 
As part of the programme we would like you all to com-
plete a transport survey.  Details about the survey will be 
coming out on Parentmail next week.  The survey is com-
pletely paper-free and only takes a few minutes to com-
plete on line.  Please can parents and children sit together 
and  complete the survey so that we can find out about 
your journey to and from school.     Thank you.  

CAKES FOR THE CHRISTMAS FAIR  
 
Plates will be coming home via the Bookbags on Fri-
day, 16th November.  Each family is asked to send in a 
homemade cake on Friday 23rd November, for sale at 
the Christmas Fair. The exception to this is Year 3 chil-
dren, who are asked to send in mince pies instead 
please.  
 
The Parents’ Association is grateful for all the sup-
port and assistance you give and look forward to 
welcoming you to the Christmas Fair on Saturday, 
24th November 10.00 am—12.30 pm. 

AUTUMN COLOURS AND 
LEAVES 

 
In the Kindergarten, we have 
been discussing Autumn and 
the changes that occur all 
around us. We went on an Au-
tumn walk in the grounds of 
Somerhill and looked at the 
changing colours of the trees. 
We found leaves that were red, 
yellow, orange and brown and 
did some leaf printing when we 
got back into the classroom. 
We have also learnt all about 
hibernation and have had great 
fun making hedgehogs by us-
ing our hand prints and lots of 
brown paint! 
 



 

 

Sports News 

Under 9 A Football Team retain YC Trophy! 
  
The Yardley Court Under 9 A football team won our own 
tournament at Somerhill last Saturday.  The day was a great 
success with over 70 boys participating from six different 
schools.  Yardley Court entered two teams in the competition 
and the B team did well in what was predominantly an A 
team tournament.  They battled hard and were only knocked-
out of the plate semi-finals after 10 minutes of 'golden goal' 
extra-time when both sides were down to just 2-a-side! 
  
The A team won their group with convincing victories over 
St Michael's (3-0) and Holmewood House B (5-0) and beat 
Holmewood House A (1-0) in the semi-final.  This set up a 
final against Sevenoaks Prep who were the only team in the 
competition to have won all four matches so far.  However, a 
good Yardley performance brought the Sevenoaks Prep run to 
an end with a deserved 3-1 victory.  This meant that Yardley 
retained the trophy won last year by the current under 
10s.  Well done to all the boys! 
 
Winning U9 A team:  M. Rossiter, I. Lewis, P. Lewis, D. Wilkin-
son, S. Alderton (c), J. Drewe, W. Higgins, H. Brushett 

Congratulations to all our soccer teams as we near 
the end of a highly successful season. From U 8 right 
through to 1st XI level we have recorded excellent 
results with several unbeaten teams. The pressure 
mounts as we try to retain those records over the 
last two weeks of fixtures! Most yeargroups will 
switch to rugby on Monday, 19th November and all 
boys need to have a gumshield and……..a towel! 

Under 10s Maintain Winning Run! 
  
The Yardley Court U.10A team has continued its win-
ning run that now stretches to ten consecutive victo-
ries!  The boys have beaten St Michaels, New Beacon, 
Holmewood House, Hawthorns and Vinehall as well 
as beating the British School in the Netherlands and 
winning the BSN tournament during their tour to Hol-
land.  Two games to go boys, good luck and keep it 
going! 

DL HOCKEY 
We have just played our final hockey matches for this 
term and overall results show that out of 21 matches, the 
teams have won 10, drawn 4 and lost 7. Much has been 
learned about spacing and teamwork and the girls will 
continue to practise their skills in lessons.  
Bella Collins and Maddie Davies played particularly well 
against Marlborough House in the last match. 

YEAR 3 NETBALL 
 

Every girl in Year 3 enjoyed playing in netball 
matches last week. Three teams played against 
St Michaels, and the scores were 8 - 3, 3 - 1 
and 0 - 0 for the A to C teams.  
 
A mixed ability team also went to Fosse Bank, 
and enjoyed a coached game. It was lovely to 
see so many parents enjoying the matches (and 
teas)!  
 
Well done to all the girls who were a credit to 
the school. 


